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The Holy Bible,
New International Version®
(Anglicised), NIV®

Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission of Biblica, Inc.®
All rights reserved worldwide.

The NIV® text may be quoted in any form (written,
visual, electronic or audio), up to and inclusive

of five hundred (500) verses without the express
written permission of the publisher, providing the
verses quoted do not amount to a complete book
of the Bible nor do the verses quoted account for
twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the total text
of the work in which they are quoted.

Permission requests that exceed the above
guidelines must be directed to and approved in
writing by

Biblica, Inc.®, 1820 Jet Stream Drive, Colorado
Springs, CO 80921, USA.

Notice of copyright must appear on the title or
copyright page as follows:

Scripture quotations taken from

The Holy Bible, New International Version®
(Anglicised), NIV® Copyright ©1979,1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®

Used by permission of Biblica, Inc.® All rights
reserved worldwide.

The ‘NIV’ and ‘New International Version’ are
trademarks registered in the United States Patent
and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.®

When quotations from the NIV® text are used
by a local church in non-saleable media such

as church bulletins, orders of service, posters,
overhead transparencies, or similar materials, a
complete copyright notice is not required, but
the initials (NIV®) must appear at the end of each
quotation.

Biblica provides God's Word to people through
translation, publishing and Bible engagement in
Africa, Asia Pacific, Europe, Latin America, Middle
East, and North America. Through its worldwide
reach, Biblica engages people with God’s Word
so that their lives are transformed through a
relationship with Jesus Christ.

Good News for Everyone! wish to record sincere
appreciation to Biblica Inc. and to the Committee for
Bible Translation of the New International Version
for permission to use this translation of the Bible;
and for allowing the omission of the footnotes in
both the Old and New Testaments (which formed an
integral part of the original translation).
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About Good News for
Everyone!

‘GOOD NEWS for Everyone!” is 8 membership
Association comprised of UK Christians with a
heart for Evangelism, who are passionate about
sharing the Word of God with everyone who has
yet to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as their
Saviour.

We have a branch network of volunteers
throughout the UK, who offer copies of the
Bible, the New Testament and attractive Gospel
Magazines, in many areas of public life, as well as
through personal witnessing.

By presenting Scriptures to Hotels, Schools,
Colleges and Universities, Prisons, Hospitals,

Care and Residential Homes - as well as

‘Badged’ Testaments for members of Uniformed
Organisations, Youth and Community Groups -
we seek to share the GOOD NEWS to enable
everyone to read the Word of God for themselves
and find the hope, comfort, guidance and
salvation that we know the Bible offers.

Our members seek to be intentionally missional
through personal witness and by showing what it
means to live life as a Christian according to the
teaching of the Bible.

“GOOD NEWS for Everyone!” is a fresh
expression of what was previously known as
GideonsUK. We hope you enjoy reading this
copy and are always pleased to hear from readers,

particularly if we can help you understand more of
the GOOD NEWS or if you would like to consider

becoming a member.

GOOD NEWS for Everyone!
Western House, 24 George Street, Lutterworth,
Leicestershire LE17 4EE

« 01455 554241
+ info@goodnewsuk.com

« www.goodnewsuk.com






If you've ever wanted to be honest
with God and tell Him how you're
feeling about what's going on in
your life, you'll love these Psalms.
They're heartfelt expressions of
hope in the midst of pain. They're
about real people with real
problems who are leaning on God
when the rest of the world seems
to have forsaken them. They're
poetic expressions of people
desperately trusting God when
their hearts are filled with despair.

The book of Psalms is actually an
ancient book of songs that was
written over a period of a thousand
years by several people, including
King David of Israel. The poems,
set to music, were recited and
collected over those years until
they were finally written down

and eventually grouped into the
collection that we have today.

Psalms are personal, raw
expressions of human emotion.
You will likely find them very
relatable, and as you read some of
them you'll feel like the author is

telling it exactly how you're feeling
it. We hope you will discover a new
sense of hope as you read them,
and a new perspective on God's
role in your life. He wants to lead
you, shelter you, strengthen you,
and most of all love you.

Best of all, many of these Psalms
are a reminder of the promises
God has made. There is comfort
in knowing that as we follow His
leading in our life, He will show
us the way. As it says in Psalm 119
verse 114 (p37), "l have put my
hope in your word".

Included in this magazine is just a
sample of the 150 Psalms in the Bible.
We've selected verses for you that fall
within the general theme of offering
hope in the midst of a challenging
situation. Other themes that you would
discover in the rest of the book would
include mournful laments, praise,
wisdom, thanksgiving and worship.

The following pages contain selected
passages of Scripture from the Old
Testament and the New Testament.
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PSALM 8

3When | consider your heavens, the work
of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which
you have set in place,

4/«»@2‘22//%4%&};4@%
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?LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your
name in all the earth!
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'0Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD,

have never forsaken those who seek you.

PSALMS
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Alalm 76

"Keep me safe, my God,
for in you | take refuge.

© T et my eyed alivyd on the LORD
T hall ndl be ihaten.

? Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest secure,




2The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
my God is my rock, in whom | take refuge,

ﬁ%m‘mmzﬁzgm %/7 Jelvzlisn,

20 Tl

0 As for God, his way is perfect: the LORD'S word is flawless;
he shields all who take refuge in him.

* For who is God besides the LORD?

PSALM 18

The precepts of the
LORD are right,
giving joy fo the heart.

[he commands of
e LOZD e
wadind gz

Z%AZ‘ZZZZZ eyes

Psalm 19

PSALMS
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Alalm 22

PSALM 27

'"The LORD is my light and my
salvation — whom shall | fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my
life — of whom shall | be afraid?

“Wait for the LORD; be strong and
take heart and wait for the LORD.

PSALM 28

’The Lord is my strength and my

shield; my heart trusts in him, and he
helps me.

My heart leaps for joy,
and with my song | praise him.



? Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name;
worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness.

*The voice of the LORD is over

the waters;

the God of glory thunders,

the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.

*The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is majestic.

5 The voice of the LORD breaks

the cedars;
the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.

¢ He makes Lebanon leap like
a calf, Sirion like a young wild ox.

’The voice of the LORD strikes
with flashes of lightning.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes
the desert:
the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.

?The voice of the LORD twists
the oaks and strips the forests bare.

And in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’

© The LOBD 45 enlbrsned sver e oot
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2 that my heart may sing your praises

and not be silent.
LORD my God, | will praise you for ever.

Al 30
PSALM 31
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PSALM 33

20\We wait in hope for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.

2'In him our hearts rejoice,
for we trust in his holy name.

22 May your unfailing love be
with us, LORD, even as we
put our hope in you.

18



' will extol the LORD at
all times;

his praise will always be
on my lips.

2| will glory in the LORD;
let the afflicted hear and
rejoice.

3 Glorify the LORD with
me: let us exalt his name
together.

4| sought the LORD, and
he answered me;

he delivered me from all
my fears.

5Those who look to him
are radiant;

their faces are never
covered with shame.

¢This poor man called, and
the LORD heard him;

he saved him out of all his
troubles.

’The angel of the LORD
encamps around
those who fear him, and
he delivers them.

8 Taste and see that the
LORD is good;

blessed is the one who
takes refuge in him.

?Fear the LORD, you his
holy people,

for those who fear him
lack nothing.

'©The lions may grow weak
and hungry,

but those who seek the
LORD lack no good thing.

" Come, my children, listen
fo me;

| will teach you the fear of
the LORD.

2Whoever of you loves
life and desires to see
many good days,

Bkeep your tongue from
evil and your lips from
telling lies.

" Turn from evil and do
good;
seek peace and pursue it.

> The eyes of the LORD
are on the righteous,
and his ears are attentive
to their cry;

6 but the face of the
LORD is against
those who do evil,

to blot out their name
from the earth.

7The righteous cry out,
and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all
their tfroubles.

8The LORD is close to the
broken-hearted

and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.

1”The righteous person
may have many froubles,

but the LORD delivers him
from them all;

20 he protects all his bones,
not one of them will be
broken.

2 Evil will slay the wicked;
the foes of the righteous
will be condemned.

22 The LORD will rescue
his servants; no-one who
takes refuge in him will be
condemned.







our righteousness is like the highest mountains,

ou, LORD, preserve both people and animals.

How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!

ople take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

PSALMS
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Alalm
L0

'| waited patiently for the LORD;
he turned to me and heard my cry.

2He lifted me out of the slimy pit,
out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock
and gave me a firm place to stand.

BAQpMmWJ% e my Mo,

a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear the LORD
and put their trust in him.



'As the deer pants for streams
of water, so my soul pants for you,
my God.

2My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.

When can | go and meet
with God?

> My tears have been my food day
and night,

while people say to me all day
long, ‘Where is your God?’

*These things | remember
as | pour out my soul:

how | used to go to the
house of God

under the protection of the
Mighty One with shouts

of joy and praise among the
festive throng.

®My soul is downcast within me;
therefore | will remember you
from the land of the Jordan,

the heights of Hermon - from
Mount Mizar.

’Deep calls to deep

in the roar of your waterfalls; all
your waves and breakers have
swept over me.

¢ By day the Lord directs his love,

at night his song is with me - a
prayer to the God of my life.

? | say to God my Rock,

‘Why have you forgotten me?
Why must | go about mourning,
oppressed by the enemy?’

1My bones suffer mortal agony
as my foes taunt me,

saying to me all day long,
‘Where is your God?’

'God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give
way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

3 though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

PSALMS
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Aalm 56

3When | am afraid, | put my trust in you.

*In God, whose word | praise — in God | trust and am not afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?

8?64%/!/7%2/&7;
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4Sing to God, sing in praise of his name,

extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before
him - his name is the LORD.

5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows,
is God in his holy dwelling.

” Praise be to the LORD,

to God our Saviour,

who daily bears our burdens.

200Our God is 8 God who saves;
from the Sovereign LORD comes
escape from death.



/ o
We practe o4 gm’
we praise you,
for your Name is near;

people tell of your
wonderful deeds.




PSALM 85

&1 will listen to what God the Lord says;
he promises peace to his people,

his faithful servants -

but let them not turn to folly.

?Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

L ove and faithfulness meet together;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.

" Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.

?The Lord will indeed give what is good,
and our land will yield its harvest.

1 Righteousness goes before him and
prepares the way for his steps.

30



"Hear me, LORD, and
answer me, for | am poor
and needy.

2Guard my life, for | am faithful to you;
save your servant who trusts in you. You
are my God;

3 have mercy on me, LORD, for | call to
you all day long.

4 Bring joy to your servant, LORD, for |
put my frust in you.

5%%40?0,%
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¢ Hear my prayer, LORD; listen to my

19 For you are great and do marvellous
deeds; you alone are God.

" Teach me your way, LORD, that | may
rely on your faithfulness; give me

an undivided heart, that | may fear
your name.

12 | will praise you, LORD my God,
with all my heart; | will glorify your
name for ever.

13 For great is your love towards me;

you have delivered me from the depths,

from the realm of the dead.

“ Arrogant foes are attacking me, O
God; ruthless people are trying to kill
me - they have no regard for you.

5 But you, LORD, are

a compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in love and
faithfulness.

PSALMS
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ing of the LORD'S great love v
my mouth | will make your faithfulness known
through all generations.

will declare that your love stands firm for ever,
that you have established your faithfulness
in heaven itself.

e heavens are yours, and yours also the earth;
ou founded the world and all that is in it.

2You created the north and the south;
Tabor and Hermon sing for joy at your name.

3Your arm is endowed with power;
your hand is strong, your right hand exalted.

teousness and justice are the foundatio
of your throne;
)ve and faithfulness go before you.

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,
who walk in the light of your presence, LORD.

I They rejoice in your name all day long;
they celebrate your righteousness.

d by your favour you exalt our horn.

eed, our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
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8 the LORD is compassionate
and gracious, slow fo anger,
abounding in love.

ARSALA

? He will not always accuse,

nor will he harbour his anger for ever;

"Ohe does not treat us as our sins deserve

or repay us according fo our iniquities.

"For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;

1235 far as the east is from the west, so far has he
removed our transgressions from us.

13 As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;



'Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done.

3Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4 Look to the Lord and his strength;
seek his face always.

yaverusianadneiptusswiinvou, 1q0i

NaNaRTNaThosevoulovemavebeaedaelivered
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Aalm 777

"Praise the LORD, all you nations;
extol him, all you peoples.

2For great is his love towards us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD

endures for ever.
Praise the LORD.




PSALM 118

28 My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthen me according to your word.

195Your word is a lamp for my feet,
a light on my path.

"4You are my refuge and my shield;

| have put my hope in
your word.

*When hard pressed,
| cried to the LORD;

#e %w%éz" me
i @ Jpacsnd
place.

PSALMS
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"l ift up my eyes to the mountains —
where does my help come from?

>My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

> e wll wdl U ypce fo57 4l -
ZZWW&/WXM
wtll ndl lumdbes,



PSALMS

4indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

> The LORD watches over you -
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;

¢the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.

’ The LORD will keep you from all harm -
he will watch over your life;

8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and for evermore.

39



W and ﬂh evermore
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PSALM 138

8 The LORD wil CindeeaZe me;
et love, LORL) endoeed 30 ever -
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> My frame was not hidden from you
when | was made in the secret place,
when | was woven together in the depths
of the earth.

'®Your eyes saw my unformed body;

all the days ordained for me were written
in your book

before one of them came to be.

'” How precious to me are your
thoughts, God!
How vast is the sum of them!

®Were | to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand -
when | awake, | am still with you.

PSALMS
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PSALM 145

& The LOZD o
%W andl Combaddonale,
1o T8 ﬂ%% Gndl 2Ok . Lpve.

?The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
10 All your works praise you, LORD; your faithful people extol you.
"They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might,

250 that all people may know of your mighty acts and the glorious
splendour of your kingdom.

our kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures
BYour kingdom i lasting kingd d your domini d
through all generations.

The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.

3 He heals the broken-hearted
and binds up their wounds.

4He determines the number of the stars
and calls them each by name.

> Great is our LORD and mighty in power;
his understanding has no limit.

PSALMS
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Have you ever wondered who
Jesus Christ really is? You've
heard people talk about Him,
have probably sung about Him
at Christmas or Easter, and
have likely seen Him pictured
in stained glass artwork or
featured in famous paintings.
History books leave no doubt
that He actually lived and
breathed and left a permanent
imprint on the world's timeline.

But who is He, really?

In this magazine, we've included
the story of Jesus as recorded
by one of the men who lived
and walked with Jesus over two
thousand years ago. John grew
up as a fisherman in a small

" town, but ended up being one

of Jesus' closest followers (called
disciples). He stayed with Jesus
through thick and thin, right to
the end, and experienced first-
hand the incredible things that
Jesus said and did in the short
time that He lived.

Some time later, John decided
to write down some of the
amazing things he witnessed.
His goal was to inspire faith and
to demonstrate conclusively

that Jesus is the Son of God. He
wanted his readers to know that
anyone who would believe in
Jesus would have eternal life.

Those are big goals and big
concepts to wrap your head
around. But as you read the
first-hand accounts of Jesus' life,
the stories will touch you. The
historical Jesus you'll encounter
is different than any other
character ever written about.
He interacted with people

in unique ways and made
profound statements about
Himself-statements that force
each of us to make a decision as
to who Jesus Christ really is.

If you've never read this story of
Jesus before, read it right to the
end. It's a remarkable journey
that will change your life.

John is just one book of the New
Testament, a collection of inspired
writings that were written for

the early Christian church and
carefully preserved over time.

If you would like a copy of the
New Testament with Psalms and
Proverbs, please email us at
info@goodnewsuk.com

47



COPING WITH DEATH/
BEREAVEMENT

John 3:14-16 (page 53)
John 11: 25-26 (page 64)

DOUBTING

John 6: 35-40 (page 57)
John 20: 29-31 (page 76)

FRIGHTENED/
WORRIED

John 10: 27-30 (page 63)
John 14: 1 (page 69)

SEEKING GUIDANCE

John 8:12 (page 60)
John 14: 6 (page 69)
John 16: 13 (page 70)

HOPE

John 3:16 (page 53)
John 14: 18 (page 69)
John 15:11-14 (page 70)

PEACE

John 14: 27 (page 69)
John 16: 33 (page 71)
John 20:19-21 (page 75)

PRAYING

John 14:12-14 (page 69)
John 16: 23-24 (page 71)

Some of the references given below are more relevant to
those who have a personal faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour
and Lord.

If you are not a practising Christian, you will see some of the
blessings and help that faith in Jesus Christ brings.

If you would like to know what the Bible says about the
Christian faith, please turn to the pages inside the back cover.

You might also like to visit our website at
www.goodnewsuk.com.




llowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
5ive us each day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone
who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.”
Amen

is a traditional version of this prayer which is often the one
in churches today:

"Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
ne is the kingdom, the power and
glory, for ever and ever""

BEFORE READING THE BIBLE

Dear Lord, as | read your book, help me to understand what you
want to show me today. May your words inspire me to live the
way you teach, and fo put you first and others before myself.
Amen

SEEKING GUIDANCE

Lord God, help me to find the way forward for my life. | am not sure
what to do next so | ask you to give me wisdom and confidence.
Thank you that your plans for me are always good. Help me to trust
you to guide me, and fo be patient, waiting for you to open new
doors of opportunity.

Amen

ACKNOWLEDGING GOD’S GOODNESS

Thank you, Lord God, for all you have given us in the world, for its
beauty and for all the good things we enjoy. But | thank you most
of all for loving me and for your promise of eternal life through
Jesus Christ. Please help me to share these blessings with others.
Amen

WHEN IN NEED OF PEACE

Dear God, help me to know that you are with me in this situation.
Take away my fear and reassure me that, because | have
committed my life to you, you are in control of my circumstances
and you know what is best for me. Help me to trust you.

Amen

FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Father in heaven | pray for my family and friends; that you will bless
them and keep them safe. Help them to know your peace and the
love you have for them. Help me to make their world a happier
place.

Amen




JOHN 1:5
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1 THE WORD BECAME FLESH

'In the beginning was the Word, and

the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.? He was with God in the
beginning. 3 Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. * In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind.
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

¢ There was a man sent from God whose
name was John.” He came as a witness
to testify concerning that light, so that
through him all might believe. ¢ He
himself was not the light; he came only
as a witness to the light.

? The true light that gives light to
everyone was coming into the world.

1© He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the world
did not recognise him. "He came to that
which was his own, but his own did not
receive him. ? Yet to all who did receive
him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children
of God - children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

4 The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.

5 (John testified concerning him. He cried
out, saying, ‘This is the one | spoke about
when | said, “He who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before
me.”)

16 Qut of his fullness we have all received
grace in place of grace already given.

7 For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. ® No-one has ever seen God,
but the one and only Son, who is himself
God and is in the closest relationship
with the Father, has made him known.

JOHN THE
BAPTIST DENIES
BEING THE
MESSIAH

12 Now this was John's testimony when
the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent
priests and Levites to ask him who he
was. 2 He did not fail to confess, but
confessed freely, ‘| am not the Messiah!
2 They asked him, “Then who are you?
Are you Elijah?’ He said, 'l am not. ‘Are
you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No!
2 Finally they said, 'Who are you? Give
us an answer to take back to those

who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?’

2 John replied in the words of Isaish the
prophet, 'l am the voice of one calling in
the wilderness, “Make straight the way
for the Lord.”

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent
% questioned him, 'Why then do you
baptise if you are not the Messiah, nor
Elijah, nor the Prophet?’

26| baptise with water, John replied, ‘but
among you stands one you do not know.
? He is the one who comes after me, the
straps of whose sandals | am not worthy

to untie!

28 This all happened at Bethany on the
other side of the Jordan, where John was
baptising.

JOHN TESTIFIES
ABOUT JESUS

22 The next day John saw Jesus coming
towards him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the
world! 30 This is the one | meant when

| said, “A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before
me.” 3"l myself did not know him, but the
reason | came baptising with water was
that he might be revealed to Israel’

32 Then John gave this testimony: 'l saw
the Spirit come down from heaven

as a dove and remain on him. 3 And |
myself did not know him, but the one
who sent me to baptise with water told
me, “The man on whom you see the
Spirit come down and remain is the one
who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.” 3* |
have seen and | testify that this is God's
Chosen One!

JOHN'S
DISCIPLES
FOLLOW JESUS

3 The next day John was there again with
two of his disciples. 3 When he saw Jesus
passing by, he said, ‘Look, the Lamb of
God!'

3 When the two disciples heard him
say this, they followed Jesus. * Turning
round, Jesus saw them following and
asked, ‘What do you want?’

They said, 'Rabbi’ (which means
‘Teacher’), ‘where are you staying?’

3'Come, he replied, 'and you will see’

So they went and saw where he was
staying, and they spent that day with him.
It was about four in the afternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was
one of the two who heard what John
had said and who had followed Jesus.
“The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon and tell him, "We have
found the Messiah'’ (that is, the Christ).
42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus
looked at him and said, "You are Simon
son of John. You will be called Cephas’
(which, when translated, is Peter).

JESUS CALLS
PHILIP AND
NATHANAEL

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave
for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him,
‘Follow me!

JOHN

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from
the town of Bethsaida. ** Philip found
Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found
the one Moses wrote about in the Law,
and about whom the prophets also wrote
— Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph!

46 'Nazareth! Can anything good come
from there?’ Nathanael asked.

‘Come and see, said Philip.

“"When Jesus saw Nathanael
approaching, he said of him, ‘Here truly is
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!

48’"How do you know me?’ Nathanael
asked.

Jesus answered, 'l saw you while you
were still under the fig-tree before Philip
called you!

4’ Then Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you
are the Son of God; you are the king of
Israel!

%0 Jesus said, 'You believe because | told
you | saw you under the fig-tree. You will
see greater things than that. ' He then
added, ‘Very truly | tell you, you will see
“heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending on” the Son
of Man!

Yet to all who
did receive him,
to those who
believed in his

name, he gave the
right to become

children of God
JOHN 1:12
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2 |ESUS CHANGES WATER
INTO WINE

On the third day a wedding took place at
Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2
and Jesus and his disciples had also been
invited to the wedding. * When the wine
was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, ‘They
have no more wine!

*"Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus
replied. ‘My hour has not yet come!

5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells you!

¢ Nearby stood six stone water jars, the
kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from eighty to a
hundred and twenty litres.

7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with
water’; so they filled them to the brim.

8Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out
and take it to the master of the banquet!
They did so, ? and the master of the
banquet tasted the water that had been
turned into wine. He did not realise where
it had come from, though the servants who
had drawn the water knew. Then he called
the bridegroom aside ' and said, ‘Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then
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the cheaper wine after the guests have had
too much to drink; but you have saved the
best till now.

"What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee
was the first of the signs through which
he revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum
with his mother and brothers and his
disciples. There they stayed for a few days.

ESUS CLEARS
HE TEMPLE
COURTS

¥ When it was almost time for the Jewish
Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. ™ In
the temple courts he found people selling
cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting
at tables exchanging money.™ So he made
a whip out of cords, and drove all from the
temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he
scattered the coins of the money-changers
and overturned their tables. * To those who

sold doves he said, ‘Get these out of
here! Stop turning my Father's house into
a market!" " His disciples remembered
that it is written: "Zeal for your house will
consume me.

8 The Jews then responded to him, ‘What
sign can you show us to prove your
authority to do all this?’

% Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple,
and | will raise it again in three days!

2 They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years
to build this temple, and you are going to
raise it in three days?’ 2 But the temple he
had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was
raised from the dead, his disciples recalled
what he had said. Then they believed the
Scripture and the words that Jesus had
spoken.

2 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover Festival, many people saw the
signs he was performing and believed in his
name. 2 But Jesus would not entrust himself
to them, for he knew all people. °He did
not need any testimony about mankind, for
he knew what was in each person.



3 JESUS TEAC

"Now there was a Pharisee, a man
named Nicodemus who was a
member of the Jewish ruling council.
2He came to Jesus at night and said,
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God. For no-one
could perform the signs you are doing
if God were not with him!

3 Jesus replied, ‘Very truly | tell you,
no-one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again.

4’How can someone be born when
they are old?’ Nicodemus asked.
‘Surely they cannot enter a second
time into their mother's womb to be
born!’

®Jesus answered, ‘Very truly | tell you,
no-one can enfer the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the
Spirit. ¢ Flesh gives birth to flesh, but
the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You
should not be surprised at my saying,
“You must be born again.”  The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear
its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it
is with everyone born of the Spirit.

? "How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked.

19 You are Israel's teacher, said Jesus,
‘and do you not understand these
things?" Very truly | tell you, we speak
of what we know, and we testify

to what we have seen, but still you
people do not accept our testimony.
2] have spoken to you of earthly
things and you do not believe; how
then will you believe if | speak of
heavenly things?

> No-one has ever gone into heaven
except the one who came from
heaven - the Son of Man. ™ Just

as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be
lifted up, ™ that everyone who believes
may have eternal life in him.

“For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

7 For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.

BWhoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the
name of God's one and only Son.

9 This is the verdict: light has come
into the world, but people loved
darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil. 29 Everyone who does

evil hates the light, and will not come
into the light for fear that their deeds
will be exposed. ?' But whoever lives by
the truth comes into the light, so that

it may be seen plainly that what they
have done has been done in the sight
of God.

OHN

ESTIFIES
AGAIN ABOUT
JESUS

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples
went out into the Judean countryside,
where he spent some time with

them, and baptised.?> Now John also
was baptising at Aenon near Salim,
because there was plenty of water,
and people were coming and being
baptised. 2* (This was before John

was put in prison.] 2 An argument
developed between some of John's
disciples and a certain Jew over the
matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They
came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi,
that man who was with you on the
other side of the Jordan - the one you
testified about - look, he is baptising,
and everyone is going to him!

% To this John replied, ‘A person can
receive only what is given them from
heaven. 2 You yourselves can testify
that | said, “I am not the Messiah but
am sent ahead of him.” 2 The bride
belongs to the bridegroom. The friend
who attends the bridegroom waits and
listens for him, and is full of joy when
he hears the bridegroom's voice. That
joy is mine, and it is now complete.

30 He must become greater; | must
become less.

31 The one who comes from above

is above all; the one who is from the
earth belongs to the earth, and speaks
as one from the earth. The one who
comes from heaven is above all.

32 He testifies to what he has seen

and heard, but no-one accepts his
testimony. 3* Whoever has accepted it
has certified that God is truthful.

34 For the one whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God
gives the Spirit without limit.

3 The Father loves the Son and has
placed everything in his hands.

36 Whoever believes in the Son has
eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son
will not see life, for God's wrath remains
on them.

35 The Father
loves the Son
and has placed
everything

in his hands.

3¢ Whoever
believes in

the Son has
eternal life,

but whoever
rejects the Son
will not see life,
for God's wrath
remains on
them.
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4 |ESUS TALKS WITH A

SAMAR

"Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was
gaining and baptising more disciples than John - 2 although in fact
it was not Jesus who baptised, but his disciples. *So he left Judea
and went back once more to Galilee.

4Now he had to go through Samaria.

>So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of
ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ¢ Jacob's well was there,
and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It
was about noon.

"When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her,
‘Will you give me a drink?" 8 (His disciples had gone into the fown to
buy food.)

? The Samaritan woman said to him, 'You are a Jew and | am a
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do
not associate with Samaritans. )

10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that
asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have
given you living water!

"Sir, the woman said, 'you have nothing to draw with and the well
is deep. Where can you get this living water? 1 Are you greater than
our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did also his sons and his livestock?’

13 Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty
again, “but whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst.
Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of water
welling up to eternal life!

15The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water so that | won't get
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water!

' He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back!

7’| have no husband, she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right
when you say you have no husband. ® The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What
you have just said is quite frue!

12’Sir, the woman said, ‘| can see that you are a prophet. 22 Our
ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem!

2 "Woman, Jesus replied, ‘believe me, a time is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what
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we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2 Yet a time is coming
and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers
the Father seeks. 4 God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship
in the Spirit and in truth!

2The woman said, ‘| know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming.
When he comes, he will explain everything to us!

2 Then Jesus declared, ‘I, the one speaking to you - | am he!

THE DISCIPLES
REJOIN JESUS

2 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him
talking with @ woman. But no-one asked, ‘What do you want?’ or
‘Why are you talking with her?’

28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the
town and said to the people, ?? ‘Come, see a man who told me
everything I've ever done. Could this be the Messiah? 3 They
came out of the town and made their way towards him.

3'Meanwhile his disciples urged him, ‘Rabbi, eat something’

32But he said to them, ‘| have food to eat that you know nothing
about!

3Then his disciples said to each other, ‘Could someone have
brought him food?’

3 My food, said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who sent me and
to finish his work. 3*Don't you have a saying, “It's still four months
until harvest”? | tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!
They are ripe for harvest. 3¢ Even now the one who reaps draws
a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and
the reaper may be glad together. ¥ Thus the saying “One sows
and another reaps” is true. 3 | sent you to reap what you have
not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have
reaped the benefits of their labour

MANY SAMARITANS
BELIEVE

3 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because
of the woman's testimony, ‘He told me everything I've ever done!



40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to
stay with them, and he stayed two days. #' And because of his
words many more became believers.

42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just
because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world!

JESUS HEALS AN
OFFICIAL'S SON

43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus
himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honour in his
own country.) * When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans
welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in

Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for they also had been there.

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned
the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official

whose son lay ill at Capernaum. # When this man heard that
Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judes, he went to him and
begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.

48‘Unless you people see signs and wonders, Jesus told him,
‘you will never believe!

“*The royal official said, ‘Sir, come down before my child dies.
0'Go, Jesus replied, 'your son will live!

The man took Jesus at his word and departed. &' While he
was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that
his boy was living. > When he enquired as to the time when
his son got better, they said to him, 'Yesterday, at one in the
afternoon, the fever left him!

53 Then the father realised that this was the exact time at
which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live” So he and his
whole household believed.

54This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming
from Judea to Galilee.
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5 THE HEALING AT THE POOL

'Some time later, Jesus went up
to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish
festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem
near the Sheep Gate a pool, which

in Aramaic is called Bethesda and
which is surrounded by five covered
colonnades. 3 Here a great number of
disabled people used to lie - the blind,
the lame, the paralysed .and they waited
for the moving of the waters.  From
time fo time an angel of the Lord would
come down and stir up the waters. The
first one info the pool after each such
disturbance would be cured of whatever
disease he had., ®*One who was there
had been an invalid for thirty-eight
years. ¢ When Jesus saw him lying there
and learned that he had been in this
condition for a long time, he asked him,
‘Do you want to get well?’

7'Sir, the invalid replied, ‘I have no-one
to help me into the pool when the water
is stirred. While | am trying to get in,
someone else goes down ahead of me!

Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up
your mat and walk. ¢ At once the man
was cured; he picked up his mat and
walked.

The day on which this took place was

a Sabbath, ° and so the Jewish leaders
said to the man who had been healed,
‘It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to
carry your mat!

"But he replied, ‘The man who made
me well said to me, “Pick up your mat
and walk” "

12 So they asked him, ‘Who is this fellow
who told you to pick it up and walk?’

3 The man who was healed had no idea
who it was, for Jesus had slipped away
into the crowd that was there.

1 Later Jesus found him at the temple
and said to him, ‘See, you are well
again. Stop sinning or something worse
may happen to you. * The man went
away and told the Jewish leaders that it
was Jesus who had made him well.

THE
AUTHORITY
OF THE SON

1 So, because Jesus was doing these
things on the Sabbath, the Jewish
leaders began to persecute him. " In his
defence Jesus said to them, ‘My Father
is always at his work to this very day,
and | too am working. ' For this reason
they tried all the more to kill him; not
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but

he was even calling God his own Father,

making himself equal with God.

12 Jesus gave them this answer: Very
truly | tell you, the Son can do nothing
by himself; he can do only what he sees
his Father doing, because whatever the
Father does the Son also does. 2° For
the Father loves the Son and shows him
all he does. Yes, and he will show him

even greater works than these, so that
you will be amazed. ?' For just as the
Father raises the dead and gives them
life, even so the Son gives life to whom
he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the
Father judges no-one, but has entrusted
all judgment to the Son, 3 that all may
honour the Son just as they honour the
Father. Whoever does not honour the
Son does not honour the Father, who
sent him.

24 Very truly | tell you, whoever hears
my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be judged
but has crossed over from death to life.
2 Very truly | tell you, a time is coming
and has now come when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God and
those who hear will live.

2 For as the Father has life in himself,
so he has granted the Son also to have
life in himself. 27 And he has given him
authority to judge because he is the
Son of Man.

28'Do not be amazed at this, for a time
is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice ** and come
out - those who have done what is
good will rise to live, and those who
have done what is evil will rise to be
condemned. *° By myself | can do
nothing; | judge only as | hear, and my
judgment is just, for | seek not to please
myself but him who sent me.

JOHN
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his voice nor seen his form, 3® nor does his word dwell in you, for
T EST | M O N | ES you do not believe the one he sent. 3 You study the Scriptures
diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life.

A B O U T J ES U S These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, “° yet you

refuse to come to me to have life.
3If | testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is

another who testifies in my favour, and | know that his testimony
about meis true.

"] do not accept glory from human beings, 2 but | know you.
I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. +3 |

have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if
3"You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 3*Not someone else cgmes in his own namz you wil accep’?him “How

that | accept human testimony; but | mention it that you may be 5, you believe since you accept glory from one another but do
saved. *John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you not seek the glory that comes from the only God?

chose for 2 time fo enjoy his light. 45 ‘But do not think | will accuse you before the Father. Your

accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. ¢ If you believed
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. #” But since
you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe

what | say?’

6 |ESUS FEEDS THE

3’| have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that
the Father has given me to finish - the very works that | am doing
— testify that the Father has sent me. ¥ And the Father who sent
me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard

FIVE THOUSAND

'Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the 7 Philip answered him, ‘It would take more than half a year's wages
Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2and a great crowd to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!’

of people foIIowed him because they Sf':‘sthe signs he had & Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke
performed by hesling those who were ill. > Then Jesus went up up, ? ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish,
on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. * The Jewish but how far will they go among so many?’

P Festival : Sy . .
assoverestival wes near Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down. There was plenty of grass

° When Je§us Iookgd up and saw a great crowd coming fowards in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were
him, he said to Philip, 'Where shall we buy bread for these people there). " Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to

to eat?’ ¢ He asked this only fo test him, for he already had in mind  th5se who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same
what he was going to do. with the fish.
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2 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples,
‘Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted!

13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had
eafen.

4 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to
say, ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world!

15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him
king by force, withdrew again to a8 mountain by himself.

'®When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake,

7 where they got info a boat and set off across the lake for
Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined
them. 8 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.

' When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw
Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they
were frightened. 2°But he said to them, ‘It is |; don't be afraid’

2 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and
immediately the boat reached the shore where they were
heading.

22The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite
shore of the lake realised that only one boat had been there,
and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they
had gone away alone. 2 Then some boats from Tiberias landed
near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the
Lord had given thanks. 2 Once the crowd realised that neither
Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got info the boats and
went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

2When they found him on the other side of the lake, they
asked him, 'Rabbi, when did you get here?’

2% Jesus answered, 'Very truly | tell you, you are looking for me,
not because you saw the signs | performed but because you
ate the loaves and had your fill. %7 Do not work for food that
spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal
of approval!

28 Then they asked him, 'What must we do to do the works God
requires?’

2 Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one
he has sent!

30 So they asked him, 'What sign then will you give that we may
see it and believe you? What will you do? 3' Our ancestors ate
the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: “He gave them
bread from heaven to eat”

32Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly | tell you, it is not Moses who has
given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives
you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the
bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world!

34'Sir/ they said, ‘always give us this bread!

*Then Jesus declared, 'l am the bread of life. Whoever comes
to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.

3 But as | told you, you have seen me and still you do not
believe. 7 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me | will never drive away. * For | have come
down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him
who sent me. ¥ And this is the will of him who sent me, that |

shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at
the last day. 4° For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to

the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise
them up at the last day!

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he
said, 'l am the bread that came down from heaven!

42 They said, ‘Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know? How can he now say, “I came down from
heaven”?’

43'Stop grumbling among yourselves, Jesus answered. 4 ‘No-
one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
them, and | will raise them up at the last day. #* It is written in the
Prophets: “They will all be taught by God.” Everyone who has
heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 4 No-one
has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he
has seen the Father. #/ Very truly | tell you, the one who believes
has eternal life. ¢ | am the bread of life. 4 Your ancestors ate the
manna in the wilderness, yet they died. *° But here is the bread
that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and

not die. *'| am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. This bread is my flesh,
which | will give for the life of the world!

>2Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves,
"How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’

53 Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly | tell you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in
ou. **Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life, and | will raise them up at the last day. *> For my flesh is
real food and my blood is real drink. °¢ Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood remains in me, and | in them. % Just as
the living Father sent me and | live because of the Father, so
the one who feeds on me will live because of me. *8 This is the
bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna
and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live for ever!
%7 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.

0 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, ‘This is a hard
teaching. Who can accept it?’

¢ Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said
to them, ‘Does this offend you? ¢2 Then what if you see the Son
of Man ascend to where he was before! ¢* The Spirit gives life;
the flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to you -
they are full of the Spirit and life. ¢* Yet there are some of you
who do not believe! For Jesus had known from the beginning
which of them did not believe and who would betray him.

¢ He went on to say, ‘This is why | told you that no-one can
come to me unless the Father has enabled them!

¢ From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer
followed him.

¢"You do not want to leave too, do you?’ Jesus asked the
Twelve.

¢8 Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life.

¢ We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy

One of God!

°Then Jesus replied, "Have | not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet
one of you is a devil!" 7' ([He meant Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray

him.)
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LET ANYONE WHO IS THIRSTY
COME TO ME AND DRINK.
BWHOEVER BELIEVES IN ME, AS
SCRIPTURE HAS SAID, RIVERS OF
LIVING WATER WILL FLOW FROM
WITHIN THEM. jJoHN 7:37,38
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'After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to
go about in Judea because the Jewish leaders there were
looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival
of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus' brothers said to him, ‘Leave
Galilee and go to Judes, so that your disciples there may see
the works you do. * No-one who wants to become a public
figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show
yourself to the world. * For even his own brothers did not
believe in him.

¢Therefore Jesus told them, ‘My time is not yet here; for you
any time will do.” The world cannot hate you, but it hates me
because | testify that its works are evil. ¢ You go to the festival.
| am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet
fully come. ? After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee.

19 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went
also, not publicly, but in secret. "Now at the festival the Jewish
leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, ‘Where is he?’

2 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about
him. Some said, ‘He is a good man.

Others replied, ‘No, he deceives the people. * But no-one
would say anything publicly about him for fear of the leaders.

JESUS TEACHES
AT THE FESTIVAL

“ Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to
the temple courts and begin to teach.™ The Jews there were
amazed and asked, "How did this man get such learning
without having been taught?’

¢ Jesus answered, ‘My teaching is not my own. It comes from
the one who sent me. 7 Anyone who chooses to do the will

of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or
whether | speak on my own.™® Whoever speaks on their own
does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of
the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false
about him. ™ Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of
you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?’

20"You are demon-possessed, the crowd answered. ‘Who is
trying to kill you?’

2! Jesus said to them, ‘I did one miracle, and you are all amazed.
22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually
it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you
circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 22 Now if a boy can be
circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may

not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a

man's whole body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere
appearances, but instead judge correctly!

DIVISION OVER
WHO JESUS IS

2 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask,
‘Isn't this the man they are trying to kill? ¢ Here he is, speaking
publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the
authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? 7 But we
know where this man is from; when the Messiah comes, no-
one will know where he is from!

28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, ‘Yes,
you know me, and you know where | am from. | am not here on
my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not know
him, 2% but | know him because | am from him and he sent me.

30 At this they tried to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him,
because his hour had not yet come. *' Still, many in the crowd
believed in him. They said, 'When the Messish comes, will he
perform more signs than this man?’

2The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about
him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple
guards to arrest him.

3 Jesus said, ‘I am with you for only a short time, and then | am
going to the one who sent me. 3* You will look for me, but you
will not find me; and where | am, you cannot come!

3 The Jews said to one another, ‘Where does this man intend to
go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live
scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? ¢ What
did he mean when he said, “You will look for me, but you will
not find me,” and "Where | am, you cannot come”?’

¥ On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and
said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and
drink. 3® Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from within them.” 3? By this he meant the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive.
Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had
not yet been glorified.

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, ‘Surely this
man is the Prophet!

4 Others said, 'He is the Messiah!
Still others asked, ‘"How can the Messiah come from Galilee?

42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from
David's descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where
David lived?’ 4 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.
44 Some wanted to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him.

UNBELIEF OF THE
JEWISH LEADERS

4 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and
the Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?’

46 'No-one ever spoke the way this man does, the guards
replied.

47"You mean he has deceived you also?’ The Pharisees retorted.
48 "Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him?
4?No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law - there is a
curse on them!

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one
of their own number, asked, * ‘Does our law condemn a man
without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?’

2They replied, ‘Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and
you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee!
53 Then they all went home,

JOHN 6:68
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TAM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME WILL
NEVER WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT
WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE!

JOHN 8:12

"but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the
people gathered round him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The
teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught
in adultery. They made her stand before the group # and said to
Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. > In
the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what
do you say?’ ¢ They were using this question as a trap, in order to
have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger.”When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up
and said to them, ‘Let any one of you who is without sin be the
first to throw a stone at her. ® Again he stooped down and wrote
on the ground.

? At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the
older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still
standing there. ' Jesus straightened up and asked her, 'Woman,
where are they? Has no-one condemned you?’

""No-one, sir, she said.

‘Then neither do | condemn you, Jesus declared. ‘Go now and
leave your life of sin

DISPUTE OVER
JESUS' TESTIMONY

2When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life!
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13 The Pharisees challenged him, ‘Here you are, appearing as your
own witness; your testimony is not valid’

“Jesus answered, ‘Even if | testify on my own behalf, my testimony
is valid, for | know where | came from and where | am going. But
you have no idea where | come from or where | am going. * You
judge by human standards; | pass judgment on no-one. ®But if |
do judge, my decisions are true, because | am not alone. | stand
with the Father, who sent me. 7 In your own Law it is written that
the testimony of two witnesses is true. '® | am one who testifies for
myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me!

1 Then they asked him, "Where is your father?’

"You do not know me or my Father, Jesus replied. ‘If you knew me,
you would know my Father also. 2° He spoke these words while
teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings
were put. Yet no-one seized him, because his hour had not yet
come.

DISPUTE OVER
WHO JESUS IS

ZOnce more Jesus said to them, ‘| am going away, and you will
look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where | go, you cannot
come!

22This made the Jews ask, ‘Will he kill himself? Is that why he says,
“Where | go, you cannot come”?’

23But he continued, 'You are from below; | am from above. You
are of this world; | am not of this world. 24 | told you that you




"THEN YOU WILL
KNOW THE
TRUTH, AND THE
TRUTH WILL

SET YOU FREE.'
JOHN 8:32

would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you
will indeed die in your sins!

25 "Who are you?' They asked.

‘Just what | have been telling you from the beginning, Jesus
replied. 2¢ 'l have much to say in judgment of you. But he who
sent me is trustworthy, and what | have heard from him | tell the
world!

? They did not understand that he was telling them about his
Father. 28 So Jesus said, ‘'When you have lifted up the Son of
Man, then you will know that | am he and that | do nothing
on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 2
The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone,
for I always do what pleases him. 3% Even as he spoke, many
believed in him.

DISPUTE OVER WHOSE
CHILDREN JESUS'
OPPONENTS ARE

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to
my teaching, you are really my disciples. 2 Then you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free!

3They answered him, ‘We are Abraham's descendants and
have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we
shall be set free?’

34 Jesus replied, 'Very truly | tell you, everyone who sins is a
slave to sin. 3> Now a slave has no permanent place in the
family, but a son belongs to it for ever. 3 So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed. ¥ | know you are Abraham's
descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me,
because you have no room for my word. 38 | am telling you
what | have seen in the Father's presence, and you are doing
what you have heard from your father. ’

3 ‘Abraham is our father, they answered. ‘If you were
Abraham's children, said Jesus, ‘then you would do what

Abraham did.

40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has
told you the truth that | heard from God. Abraham did not do
such things. # You are doing the works of your own father!

‘We are not illegitimate children, they protested. ‘The only
Father we have is God himself!

42Jesus said to them, 'If God were your Father, you would
love me, for | have come here from God. | have not come

on my own; God sent me. “*Why is my language not clear

to you? Because you are unable to hear what | say. *4 You
belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out
your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning,
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When

he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the
father of lies. #° Yet because | tell the truth, you do not believe
me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If | am telling
the truth, why don't you believe me? ¥ Whoever belongs to
God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that
you do not belong to God!

JESUS' CLAIMS
ABOUT HIMSELF

“8The Jews answered him, ‘Aren't we right in saying that you
are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?’

4%’ am not possessed by a demon, said Jesus, ‘but | honour
my Father and you dishonour me. *© | am not seeking glory
for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.
S'Very truly | tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see

death!

52 At this they exclaimed, ‘Now we know that you are demon-
possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you
say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death.

%3 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so
did the prophets. Who do you think you are?’

%4 Jesus replied, ‘If | glorify myself, my glory means nothing.
My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who
glorifies me. ** Though you do not know him, | know him. If

| said | did not, | would be a liar like you, but | do know him
and obey his word. *¢ Your father Abraham rejoiced at the
thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.

"You are not yet fifty years old, they said to him, ‘and you
have seen Abraham!’

58 Very truly | tell you, Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was
born, | am!" *? At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but
Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
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9 JESUS

HEALS A
MAN BORN
BLIND

"ONE THING | DO
KNOW. | WAS
BLIND BUT NOW

| SEE!"
JOHN 9:25
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'As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?’

3'Neither this man nor his parents sinned, said Jesus, ‘but
this happened so that the works of God might be displayed
in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him
who sent me. Night is coming, when no-one can work.

> While | am in the world, | am the light of the world!

¢ After saying this, he spat on the ground, made some mud
with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes.” ‘Go, he told
him, ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (this word means ‘Sent’).
So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

8His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him
begging asked, ‘Isn't this the same man who used to sit and
beg?' ? Some claimed that he was.

Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him!
But he himself insisted, 'l am the man!
19 ‘How then were your eyes opened?’ They asked.

"He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and
put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So
| went and washed, and then | could see!

12"Where is this man?’ They asked him.
‘I don't know, he said.

THE PHARISEES
INVESTIGATE THE
HEALING

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been
blind.

“ Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and
opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. * Therefore the
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight.
‘"He put mud on my eyes,’ the man replied, ‘and | washed,
and now | see!

6 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God,
for he does not keep the Sabbath!

But others asked, "How can a sinner perform such signs?’
So they were divided.

7 Then they turned again to the blind man, ‘What have you
to say about him? It was your eyes he opened!

The man replied, ‘He is a prophet!

1® They still did not believe that he had been blind and had

received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. ' 'Is
this your son?’ they asked. ‘Is this the one you say was born
blind? How is it that now he can see?’

20'We know he is our son, the parents answered, ‘and we
know he was born blind. 2 But how he can see now, or who
opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he
will speak for himself. 22 His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided
that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. 2* That was why his
parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him!

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been
blind. ‘Give glory to God by telling the truth, they said. ‘We
know this man is a sinner!

2He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, | don't know.
One thing | do know. | was blind but now | see!’

26Then they asked him, ‘What did he do to you? How did
he open your eyes?’
2He answered, 'l have told you already and you did not



listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to
become his disciples too?”

28Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this
fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses!?* We know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even
know where he comes from!

3 The man answered, ‘Now that is remarkable! You don't
know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 3'We
know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the
godly person who does his will. 3 Nobody has ever heard of
opening the eyes of a man born blind. 3 If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing/

34 To this they replied, 'You were steeped in sin at birth; how
dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS

3Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he
found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’

36‘'Who is he, sir?’ the man asked. ‘Tell me so that | may
believe in him!

3 Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one
speaking with you!

38 Then the man said, ‘Lord, | believe, and he worshipped
him.

% Jesus said, ‘For judgment | have come into this world, so
that the blind will see and those who see will become blind!

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and
asked, ‘What? Are we blind too?’

4Jesus said, ‘If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin;

but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

10 THE
GOOD
SHEPHERD
AND HIS
SHEEP

""Very truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter
the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in by some other way,

is a thief and a robber.2 The one who enters by the gate is the

shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all

his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him

because they know his voice. *But they will never follow a
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they
do not recognise a stranger's voice. ®Jesus used this figure
of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

"Therefore Jesus said again, 'Very truly | tell you, | am the gate

for the sheep. & All who have come before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. ? | am
the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will

come in and go out, and find pasture. '° The thief comes only

to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, Z
and have it to the full. I

"’ am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his

life for the sheep.™ The hired hand is not the shepherd and

does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the

flock and scatters it. ® The man runs away because he is a hired

hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

4’| am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep
know me - just as the Father knows me and | know the Father
- and | lay down my life for the sheep. ' | have other sheep

that are not of this sheepfold. | must bring them also. They too
will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one
shepherd. 7 The reason my Father loves me is that | lay down
my life — only to take it up again. ®® No-one takes it from me, but
I lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down
and authority to take it up again. This command | received from
my Father’

”The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 2° Many
of them said, ‘He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why
listen to him?’

2 But others said, ‘These are not the sayings of 8 man possessed
by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?’

FURTHER CONFLICT
OVER JESUS' CLAIMS

22Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was
winter,

2 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon's
Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered round him,
saying, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.

% Jesus answered, 'l did tell you, but you do not believe. The
works | do in my Father's name testify about me, 2 but you do
not believe because you are not my sheep. ¥ My sheep listen
to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. 22 | give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one will snatch
them out of my hand. ?? My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all ; no-one can snatch them out of my Father's
hand. 3° | and the Father are one!

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him,
32 but Jesus said to them, 'l have shown you many good works
from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?’

| HAVE
COME THAT
THEY MAY

HAVE LIFE,
AND HAVE [T
1O THE FULL"
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'AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD;
| KNOW MY SHEEP AND MY

SHEEP KNOW ME".

3"We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, ‘but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God!

34 Jesus answered them, ‘s it not written in your Law, “I have said you are ‘gods’ “? * If he called them “gods”, to whom the word of God

came - and Scripture cannot be set aside -

3¢ what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world?

Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because | said, “l am God's Son"? 7 Do not believe me unless | do the works of my Father.
38 But if | do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me,
and | in the Father. 3 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.

40Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptising in the early days. There he stayed, ' and many
people came to him They said, ‘Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.’ 42 And in that place

many believed in Jesus.

11 THE DEATH OF LAZARUS

"Now a man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother
Lazarus now lay ill, was the same one who poured perfume on the
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) > So the sisters sent word to
Jesus, ‘Lord, the one you love isill!

4*When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death.
No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified
through it. > Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
¢ So when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was
two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back
to Judea!

8 ‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews there tried to
stone you, and yet you are going back?’

?Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone
who walks in the day-time will not stumble, for they see by this

world's light. ° It is when a person walks at night that they stumble,

for they have no light!
" After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep; but | am going there to wake him up!

12His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better!

13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought
he meant natural sleep.

So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, * and for your
sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him!

'© Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.

JESUS COMFORTS THE
SISTERS OF LAZARUS

7. On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb for four days. '® Now Bethany was less than two miles from
Jerusalem, ' and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
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comfort them in the loss of their brother. 2 When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed
at home.

2" ord, Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22 But | know that even now God will give
you whatever you ask.

23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.’

24 Martha answered, 'l know he will rise again in the resurrection at
the last day.

2 Jesus said to her, 'l am the resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me will live, even though they die; ¢ and whoever
lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’

2 Yes, Lord, she replied, 'l believe that you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, who is to come into the world!

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary
aside. ‘The Teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you!

2? When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.

39 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the
place where Martha had met him. 3 When the Jews who had been
with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she
got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going
to the tomb to mourn there.

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell at his feet and said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died!

3When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come
along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and
troubled. ** 'Where have you laid him?" he asked.

‘Come and see, Lord, they replied.
¥ Jesus wept.
3 Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’

3 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?’



JESUS RAISES LAZARUS
FROM THE DEAD

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was
a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 3 ‘Take away the
stone,” he said.

‘But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, by this time
there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days!

40 Then Jesus said, ‘Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will
see the glory of God?’

41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said,
‘Father, | thank you that you have heard me.

42| knew that you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit
of the people standing here, that they may believe that you
sent me!

“>When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus,
come out!’ 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round his face.

Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go!

THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS

4 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 4 But some of them
went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

“ Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of
the Sanhedrin. ‘What are we accomplishing?’ they asked. ‘Here
is this man performing many signs.

8 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and
then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and
our nation.

4’ Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that
year, spoke up, "You know nothing at all! *® You do not realise
that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that
the whole nation perish!

S"He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, *2 and not
only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to
bring them together and make them one. ** So from that day on
they plotted to take his life.

*4Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among

the people of Judea. Instead he withdrew to a region near the
wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his
disciples.

% When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went
up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing
before the Passover.

*They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple
courts they asked one another, ‘What do you think? Isn't he
coming to the festival at all?" % But the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where
Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him.

Z
L

O

‘

65



truly | tell you,
nless a grain of
eaft falls to the
ound and dies,
remains only a
single seed.

|4
1 4

IT PRODUCES
MANY SEEDS.

JOHN 12:24

12 JESUS ANOINTED
AT BETHANY

'Six days before the Passover, Jesus came
to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom
Jesus had raised from the dead. ? Here a
dinner was given in Jesus' honour. Martha
served, while Lazarus was among those
reclining at the table with him. > Then Mary
took about half a litre of pure nard, an
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus'
feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And
the house was filled with the fragrance of
the perfume.

4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariof,
who was later to betray him, objected,
°"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the
money given to the poor? It was worth
ayear's wages. ' ¢ He did noft say this
because he cared about the poor but
because he was a thief; as keeper of the
money bag, he used to help himself to
what was put into it.

7’Leave her alone, Jesus replied. ‘It was
intended that she should save this perfume
for the day of my burial.  You will always
have the poor among you, but you will not
always have me!

?Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found
out that Jesus was there and came, not only
because of him but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. ° So
the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus
as well, " for on account of him many of
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the Jews were going over to Jesus and
believing in him.

2The next day the great crowd that had
come for the festival heard that Jesus

was on his way to Jerusalem. ™ They took
palm branches and went out to meet him,
shouting,

‘Hosanna! ’

Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!

‘Blessed is the king of Israel!’

“Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon
it, as it is written:

15 ’Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;

see, your king is coming,

seated on a donkey's colt!
1 At first his disciples did not understand all
this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they
realise that these things had been written
about him and that these things had been
done to him.

7Now the crowd that was with him when
he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised
him from the dead continued to spread

the word. '® Many people, because they
had heard that he had performed this sign,
went out to meet him. ? So the Pharisees
said to one another, ‘See, this is getting us
nowhere. Look how the whole world has
gone after him!’

20 Now there were some Greeks among
those who went up to worship at the
festival. # They came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request.
‘Sir, they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus!
22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and
Philip in turn told Jesus.

JOHN 12:25



2 Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified.

24 Very truly | tell you, unless a grain of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains only a single seed. But if it dies,
it produces many seeds. 2> Anyone who
loves their life will lose it, while anyone
who hates their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves
me must follow me; and where | am,
my servant also will be. My Father will
honour the one who serves me.

7 ‘Now my soul is troubled, and what
shall | say? “Father, save me from this
hour”? No, it was for this very reason |
came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your
name!’

Then a voice came from heaven, ‘| have
glorified it, and will glorify it again. ?* The
crowd that was there and heard it said it
had thundered; others said an angel had
spoken to him.

30 Jesus said, ‘This voice was for your
benefit, not mine. 3 Now is the time for
judgment on this world; now the prince
of this world will be driven out. 32 And |,
when | am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all people to myself! 33 He said this
to show the kind of death he was going
to die.

34The crowd spoke up, ‘We have heard
from the Law that the Messiah will remain
for ever, so how can you say, “The Son of

Man must be lifted up”? Who is this “Son
of Man"?’

3Then Jesus told them, “You are going

to have the light just a little while longer.
Walk while you have the light, before
darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks
in the dark does not know where they are
going. 3¢ Believe in the light while you
have the light, so that you may become
children of light” When he had finished
speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from
them.

¥ Even after Jesus had performed so
many signs in their presence, they still
would not believe in him. 3¢ This was to
fulfil the word of Isaish the prophet:

‘Lord, who has believed our message and

to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?’

37 For this reason they could not believe,
because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:

40'He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their hearts,
so they can neither see with

JOHN 12:44,46

ESUS WASHES HIS
DISCIPLES FEET

"It was just before the Passover Festival.
Jesus knew that the hour had come for
him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end.

2The evening meal was in progress, and
the devil had already prompted Judas,
the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.
3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all
things under his power, and that he had
come from God and was returning to
God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a
towel round his waist. > After that, he
poured water info a basin and began to
wash his disciples' feet, drying them with
the towel that was wrapped round him.

¢He came to Simon Peter, who said to

him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?’

7 Jesus replied, 'You do not realise now
what | am doing, but later you will
understand.

8'No, said Peter, ‘you shall never wash my
feet!

Jesus answered, ‘Unless | wash you, you
have no part with me!

?“Then, Lord, Simon Peter replied, ‘not
just my feet but my hands and my head
as welll

10 Jesus answered, ‘Those who have had
a bath need only to wash their feet; their
whole body is clean. And you are clean,
though not every one of you. " For he
knew who was going to betray him, and

their eyes,

nor understand with their hearts
nor turn — and | would heal
them!

Z
L

“lsaiah said this because he saw Jesus'
glory and spoke about him.

42Yet at the same time many even among
the leaders believed in him. But because
of the Pharisees they would not openly
acknowledge their faith for fear they
would be put out of the synagogue;

43 for they loved human praise more than
praise from God.

44Then Jesus cried out, 'Whoever
believes in me does not believe in me
only, but in the one who sent me. > The
one who looks at me is seeing the one
who sent me. #¢ | have come into the
world as a light, so that no-one who
believes in me should stay in darkness.

47"If anyone hears my words but does not
keep them, | do not judge that person.
For | did not come to judge the world,
but to save the world. ¢ There is a judge
for the one who rejects me and does not
accept my words; the very words | have
spoken will condemn them at the last
day. “?For | did not speak on my own,

but the Father who sent me commanded
me fo say all that | have spoken. *° | know
that his command leads to eternal life. So
whatever | say is just what the Father has
told me to say.

that was why he said not every one was
clean.

12When he had finished washing their
feet, he put on his clothes and returned to
his place. ‘Do you understand what | have
done for you?' he asked them. ® "You call
me “Teacher” and “Lord", and rightly so,
for that is what | am. ™ Now that |, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another's feet.

5| have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. *Very
truly | tell you, no servant is greater than
his master, nor is @ messenger greater
than the one who sent him.” Now that
you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them.
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JESUS PREDICTS
HIS BETRAYAL

18] am not referring to all of you; | know those | have chosen. But
this is to fulfil this passage of Scripture: “"He who shared my bread
has turned against me.”

19| am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does
happen you will believe that | am who | am. 2° Very truly | tell
you, whoever accepts anyone | send accepts me; and whoever
accepts me accepts the one who sent me.’

2 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified,
‘Very truly | tell you, one of you is going to betray me!

22His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of
them he meant. 2> One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved,
was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple
and said, ‘Ask him which one he means.

2 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’

2 Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom | will give this piece of
bread when | have dipped it in the dish. Then, dipping the piece
of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  As soon
as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.

So Jesus told him, "What you are about to do, do quickly.’ 28 But
no-one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 2% Since
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Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling
him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something
to the poor. *° As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.
And it was night.

JESUS PREDICTS
PETER'S DENIAL

3'When he was gone, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man is glorified
and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will
glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.

33'My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look
for me, and just as | told the Jews, so | tell you now: where | am
going, you cannot come.

34'A new command | give you: love one another. As | have loved
you, so you must love one another. 3> By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another!

36 Simon Peter asked him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus
replied, 'Where | am going, you cannot follow now, but you will
follow later!

3 Peter asked, ‘Lord, why can't | follow you now? | will lay down
my life for you!

¥ Then Jesus answered, ‘Will you really lay down your life for me?
Very truly | tell you, before the cock crows, you will disown me
three times!



14 JESUS COMFORTS
S DISCIPLES

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God ;
believe also in me. 2My Father's house has many rooms;
if that were not so, would | have told you that | am going
there to prepare a place for you? > And if | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where | am. * You know the way
to the place where | am going!

ESUS THE WAY TO
HE FATHER

5Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don't know where you are
going, so how can we know the way?’

¢ Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and the life.
No-one comes to the Father except through me. ” If you
really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen him!

‘1 AM THE
WAY AND THE
TRUTH AND
THE LIFE.
NO-ONE
COMES TO
THE FATHER
EXCEPT

THROUGH ME.
JOHN 14:6

JOHN

¢ Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough
forus!

?Jesus answered: ‘Don't you know me, Philip, even after |
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the
Father”? 1 Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that
the Father is in me? The words | say to you | do not speak

on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me,
who is doing his work. " Believe me when | say that | am in
the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the
evidence of the works themselves.

12Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the
works | have been doing, and they will do even greater things
than these, because | am going to the Father.

3 And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. ™ You may ask me for
anything in my name, and | will do it.

JESUS PROMISES THE
HOLY SPIRIT

5 If you love me, keep my commands. ' And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you
and be with you for ever — 7 the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in
you. ® [ will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.

1% Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you
will see me. Because | live, you also will live. 20 On that day
you will realise that | am in my Father, and you are in me, and
| am in you.?' Whoever has my commands and keeps them is
the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and | too will love them and show myself to
them!

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, ‘But, Lord, why do you
intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?’

2 Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.
My Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them. 2* Anyone who does not love me
will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my
own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

25 'All this | have spoken while still with you. 26 But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in

my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything | have said fo you. % Peace | leave with you; my
peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

28 "You heard me say, “l am going away and | am coming
back to you.” If you loved me, you would be glad that | am
going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.

2| have told you now before it happens, so that when it does
happen you will believe. 3° | will not say much more to you,
for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over
me, 3'but he comes so that the world may learn that | love
the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded
me.

‘Come now; let us leave.
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15 THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES

"'l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.* You
are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you.

4 Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me.

>l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
¢ If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the
fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. & This is to
my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to
be my disciples.

?’As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in
my love. ' If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love,
just as | have kept my Father's commands and remain in his love.
" have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your
joy may be complete.” My command is this: love each other as |
have loved you. ? Greater love has no-one than this: to lay down
one's life for one's friends. * You are my friends if you do what |
command. ® | no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master's business. Instead, | have called you friends,
for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known
to you. ' You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit - fruit that will last — and
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.

7 This is my command: love each other.

BUT TAKE HEART!

THE WORLD HATES
THE DISCIPLES

18°If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. ™ If
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is,
you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world. That is why the world hates you. 2° Remember what | told
you: "A servant is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted
me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they
will obey yours also. 2 They will treat you this way because of my
name, for they do not know the one who sent me. ?? If | had not
come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but
now they have no excuse for their sin. 22 Whoever hates me hates
my Father as well. 4 If | had not done among them the works
no-one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have
seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 2 But this
is to fulfil what is written in their Law: “They hated me without
reason.”

THE WORK OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

26 “When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the
Father - the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father - he will
testify about me. 7 And you also must testify, for you have been

with me from the beginning.

| HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD.

"All this | have told you so that you will not fall away.
2 They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the

JOHN 16:33
time is coming when anyone who kills you will think

they are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such

things because they have not known the Father or me. # | have
told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember
that | warned you about them. | did not tell you this from the
beginning because | was with you, * but now | am going to him
who sent me. None of you asks me, “"Where are you going?” ¢
Rather, you are filled with grief because | have said these things.
7 But very truly | tell you, it is for your good that | am going away.
Unless | go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if | go,
I will send him to you. ® When he comes, he will prove the world
to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment:

? about sin, because people do not believe in me; °about
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righteousness, because | am going to the Father, where you can
see me no longer; " and about judgment, because the prince of
this world now stands condemned.

12| have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.
BBut when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all
the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. ™ He will glorify me
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known
to you. ® All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | said
the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you!

THE DISCIPLES GRIEF
WILL TURN TO JOY



6 Jesus went on to say, ‘In a little while you will see me no
more, and then after a little while you will see me!

7 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What does
he mean by saying, “In a little while you will see me no more,
and then after a little while you will see me,” and “Because | am
going to the Father”?" ® They kept asking, ‘What does he mean
by “a little while"? We don't understand what he is saying.

1% Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said
to them, ‘Are you asking one another what | meant when | said,
“In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little
while you will see me”? 2° Very truly | tell you, you will weep
and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your
grief will turn to joy. # A woman giving birth to a child has pain
because her time has come; but when her baby is born she
forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into
the world. 22 So with you: now is your time of grief, but | will
see you again and you will rejoice, and no-one will take away
your joy. 2 In that day you will no longer ask me anything.
Very truly | tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in
my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my

name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.

2 Though | have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming
when | will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you
plainly about my Father.

JOHN

2 |n that day you will ask in my name. | am not saying that | will
ask the Father on your behalf. 7 No, the Father himself loves
you because you have loved me and have believed that | came
from God. 2 | came from the Father and entered the world;
now | am leaving the world and going back to the Father!

2Then Jesus' disciples said, ‘Now you are speaking clearly and
without figures of speech. 3° Now we can see that you know all
things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you
questions. This makes us believe that you came from God!

3"Do you now believe?’ Jesus replied. 32 ‘A time is coming and
in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to your own
home. You will leave me all alone. Yet | am not alone, for my
Father is with me.

33| have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have
overcome the world!

17 JESUS PRAYS TO BE GLORIFIED

' After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed:

‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son
may glorify you. ? For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have
given him. * Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. “ | have
brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me
to do. * And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the
glory | had with you before the world began.

JESUS PRAYS
FOR HIS DISCIPLES

6’| have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the
world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have
obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have
given me comes from you. & For | gave them the words you
gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty
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that | came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

? | pray for them. | am not praying for the world, but for those you
have given me, for they are yours. ' All | have is yours, and all you
have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.

"] will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world,

and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power
of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one

as we are one. > While | was with them, | protected them and
kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost
except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be

fulfilled.

3’ am coming to you now, but | say these things while | am still
in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy
within them. | have given them your word and the world has
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than | am of
the world. * My prayer is not that you take them out of the world
but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the
world, even as | am not of it. 7 Sanctify them by the truth; your
word is truth. '® As you sent me into the world, | have sent them
into the world. ™ For them | sanctify myself, that they too may be
truly sanctified.
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JESUS PRAYS
FOR ALL BELIEVERS

20'My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, ?' that all of them may be
one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

22| have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one - 2* | in them and you in me - so that they may
be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24'Father, | want those you have given me to be with me where |
am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because
you loved me before the creation of the world.

2'Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, | know
you, and they know that you have sent me. 2¢ | have made you
known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that
the love you have for me may be in them and that | myself may be
in them!



18 |ESUS ARRESTED

"When he had finished praying, Jesus left
with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side there was a
garden, and he and his disciples went into
it.

2Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew
the place, because Jesus had often met
there with his disciples. * So Judas came
to the garden, guiding a detachment of
soldiers and some officials from the chief
priests and the Pharisees. They were
carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to
happen to him, went out and asked
them, "Who is it you want?’

5'Jesus of Nazareth, they replied.

'l am he, Jesus said. [And Judas the traitor
was standing there with them.) When
Jesus said, 'l am he, they drew back and
fell to the ground.

7 Again he asked them, 'Who is it you
want?’

‘Jesus of Nazareth, they said.

8Jesus answered, ‘I told you that | am he.
If you are looking for me, then let these
men go. ? This happened so that the
words he had spoken would be fulfilled:
‘| have not lost one of those you gave
me.

'©Then Simon Peter, who had a sword,
drew it and struck the high priest's
servant, cutting off his right ear. (The
servant's name was Malchus.)

" Jesus commanded Peter, ‘Put your
sword away! Shall | not drink the cup the
Father has given me?’

2Then the detachment of soldiers with
its commander and the Jewish officials
arrested Jesus. They bound him ** and
brought him first to Annas, who was the
father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest
that year. " Caiaphas was the one who
had advised the Jewish leaders that it
would be good if one man died for the

people.

PETER'S FIRST
DENIAL

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were
following Jesus. Because this disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with
Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, ' but
Peter had to wait outside at the door. The
other disciple, who was known to the high
priest, came back, spoke to the servant-
girl on duty there and brought Peter in.

7 You aren't one of this man's disciples
too, are you?’ she asked Peter.

He replied, 'l am not!

¥t was cold, and the servants and officials
stood round a fire they had made to keep
warm. Peter also was standing with them,
warming himself.

THE HIGH
PRIEST
QUESTIONS
JESUS

" Meanwhile, the high priest questioned
Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.

20| have spoken openly to the world,
Jesus replied. ‘| always taught in
synagogues or atf the temple, where all
the Jews come together. | said nothing
in secret. 2 Why question me? Ask those
who heard me. Surely they know what |
said!

22When Jesus said this, one of the officials
near by slapped him in the face. ‘Is this
the way you answer the high priest?” he

demanded.

23| | said something wrong, Jesus replied,
‘testify as to what is wrong. But if | spoke
the truth, why did you strike me?’ 24 Then
Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the
high priest.

PETER'S
SECOND AND
THIRD DENIAL

2> Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still
standing there warming himself. So they
asked him, "You aren't one of his disciples
too, are you?’

He denied it, saying, 'l am not!

26One of the high priest's servants, a
relative of the man whose ear Peter had
cut off, challenged him, ‘Didn't | see you
with him in the garden? % Again Peter
denied it, and at that moment a cock
began to crow.

|ESUS BEFORE
PILATE

28Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from
Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman
governor. By now it was early morning,
and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they
did not enter the palace, because they
wanted to be able to eat the Passover.

JOHN

2 So Pilate came out to them and asked,
‘What charges are you bringing against
this man?’

30“If he were not a criminal, they replied,
‘we would not have handed him over to
you!

3 Pilate said, ‘Take him yourselves and
judge him by your own law!

‘But we have no right to execute anyone,
they objected. 3 This took place to fulfil
what Jesus had said about the kind of
death he was going to die.

3 Pilate then went back inside the palace,
summoned Jesus and asked him, ‘Are you
the king of the Jews?’

34’|s that your own ides, Jesus asked, ‘or
did others talk to you about me?’

3°Am | a Jew?’ Pilate replied. "Your own
people and chief priests handed you over
to me. What is it you have done?’

% Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this
world. If it were, my servants would fight
to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders.
But now my kingdom is from another
place’

¥"You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, "You say that | am a king.
In fact, the reason | was born and came
into the world is to testify to the truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to
me.

38 "What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this
he went out again to the Jews gathered
there and said, 'l find no basis for a charge
against him. 3 But it is your custom for
me fo release to you one prisoner at the
time of the Passover. Do you want me to
release “the king of the Jews"?

40They shouted back, ‘No, not him! Give
us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken
part in an uprising.

My
kingdom
is not

of this
world.

/73



19

"Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. ? The soldiers twisted
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed
him in a purple robe * and went up to him again and again, saying,
"Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.

4Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there,
‘Look, | am bringing him out to you to let you know that | find no
basis for a charge against him. > When Jesus came out wearing
the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them,
‘Here is the man!’

¢ As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they
shouted, ‘Crucify! Crucify!’

But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, |
find no basis for a charge against him!

’The Jewish leaders insisted, ‘We have a law, and according to that
law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God!

®When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, ? and he went
back inside the palace. 'Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus,
but Jesus gave him no answer. ©° ‘Do you refuse to speak to me?”
Pilate said. ‘Don't you realise | have power either to free you or to
crucify you?”

" Jesus answered, 'You would have no power over me if it were not
given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over
to you is guilty of a greater sin!

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders
kept shouting, ‘If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar’

'3 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on
the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which
in Aramaic is Gabbatha). ™ It was the day of Preparation of the
Passover; it was about noon.

"Here is your king, Pilate said to the Jews.
15 But they shouted, ‘Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!’

‘Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. ‘We have no king but
Caesar, the chief priests answered.

¢ Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus

(which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).
18 There they crucified him, and with him two others - one on
each side and Jesus in the middle.

17 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read:

JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.

20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic,
Latin and Greek. 2 The chief priests of the Jews protested to
Pilate, ‘Do not write “The King of the Jews”, but that this man
claimed to be king of the Jews!
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22 Pilate answered, 'What | have written, | have written!

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes,
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in
one piece from top to bottom.

24'Let's not tear it, they said to one another. ‘Let's decide by lot
who will get it!

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

'They divided my clothes among
them
and cast lots for my garment.!

So this is what the soldiers did.

25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he
loved standing near by, he said to her, 'Woman, here is your son,
7 and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother. From that time on, this
disciple took her into his home.

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so
that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘| am thirsty. 2* A jar
of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the
sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.
39 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished. With
that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

3'Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be

a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the
bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to
have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers
therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been
crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 3 But when they
came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not
break his legs. 3 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with
a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. * The man who
saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that
he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.

% These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled:
‘Not one of his bones will be broken, ¥ and, as another scripture
says, ‘They will look on the one they have pierced!

38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus.
Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared
the Jewish leaders. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the
body away. ¥ He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who
earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about thirty-five kilograms. 4° Taking Jesus' body,
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This
was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.*' At the place where
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new
tomb, in which no-one had ever been laid. 2 Because it was the
Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was near by, they laid
Jesus there.



) §

JOHN

THE EMPTY TOMB

" Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the entrance. ? So she came running to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know
where they have put him!’

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both
were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. * He bent over and looked in at the strips of
linen lying there but did not go in. ¢ Then Simon Peter came
along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the
strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been

wrapped round Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place,

separate from the linen. & Finally the other disciple, who had
reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.
? (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to
rise from the dead.) ® Then the disciples went back to where
they were staying.

"Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she
bent over to look info the fomb > and saw two angels in white,
seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the
other at the foot.

13 They asked her, 'Woman, why are you crying? ‘They have
taken my Lord away, she said, ‘and | don't know where they have
put him!

1 At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not realise that it was Jesus.

15 He asked her, 'Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are
looking for?’

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have put him, and | will get him!

"¢ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!

She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’
(which means ‘Teacher).

7 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended
to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God."’

'8 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: 'l have
seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things
to her.

' On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
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‘Peace be with you! 2 After he said this, he showed them his hands
and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

2 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,

| am sending you. 22 And with that he breathed on them and said,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 2 If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven!

FSUS APPEARS
O THOMAS

24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was
not with the disciples when Jesus came. 2 So the other disciples
told him, "We have seen the Lord!’

But he said to them, ‘Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will
not believe!

JOHN 20:31
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26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!" % Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it intfo my side. Stop doubting and believe!

2 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!’

2?Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed!

THE PURPOSE OF

JOHN'S GOSPEL

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. 3 But these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.
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MIRACULOUS CATCH OF FISH

! Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea
of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also
known as Didymus |, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.
3'I'm going out to fish, Simon Peter told them, and they said,
‘We'll go with you! So they went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the
disciples did nof realise that it was Jesus.

He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven't you any fish?” ‘No,
they answered.

o

JOHN

¢He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you
will find some. When they did, they were unable to haul the net
in because of the large number of fish.

’Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the
Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord, he
wrapped his outer garment round him (for he had taken it off )
and jumped into the water. & The other disciples followed in the
boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore,
about a hundred metres.? When they landed, they saw a fire of
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just
caught. ™ So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and
dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even
with so many the net was not torn. 2 Jesus said to them, ‘Come
and have breakfast. None of the disciples dared ask him, 'Who
are you? They knew it was the Lord. ™ Jesus came, took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  This
was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he
was raised from the dead.

JESUS REINSTATES PETER

> When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’

"Yes, Lord, he said, 'you know that | love you!

Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs!

16 Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’
He answered, Yes, Lord, you know that | love you!
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep!

7 The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me?’

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you
love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that |
love you!

Jesus said, 'Feed my sheep. ® Very truly | tell you, when you
were younger you dressed yourself and went where you
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do
not want to go.

1% Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter
would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was
following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against
Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is going to betray

you?’) 2 When Peter saw him, he asked, ‘Lord, what about him?’

22 Jesus answered, ‘If | want him to remain alive until | return,
what is that to you? You must follow me.’ 23 Because of this, the
rumour spread among the believers that this disciple would not
die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If |
want him to remain alive until | return, what is that to you?’

24This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote
them down. We know that his testimony is true.

%% Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were
written down, | suppose that even the whole world would not
have room for the books that would be written.
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God hasn't just said He loves you, but has shown how much He loves you by sending His Son to live the
perfect life you could not live, and die in your place.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. JOHN 3:16

God is perfect and deserves to be honoured, but we have all failed to live as we should. We are all sinners.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. ROMANS 3:23

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one!" ROMANS 3:10

We all deserve to die and be cut off from God because we have sinned - but God had a plan!
He sent His Son as a free gift for us, so that all who believe and accept His Son, can be forgiven!
God's Son is Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and was risen to life for you. God has made a way for
you to know Him, and this “way” is Jesus.

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
ROMANS 6:23

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God. JOHN 1:12

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised

on the third day according to the Scriptures.

1 CORINTHIANS 15: 3-4



When we realise we have sinned against God, the next step is to apologise. Confess to
God that you have wronged Him, and trust that God has forgiven you and will save you
from the consequences of your sins because of what His Son, Jesus, has done.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness. 1JOHN 1:9

For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" ROMANS 10:13

"God, | know that | am a sinner and | believe that your Son, Jesus Christ, died for my sins
on the cross and was raised from the dead for my sake. | now turn from my sins forever,
and acknowledge that Jesus is my Lord and Saviour.”
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